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Meta launch
SAL ONE DEL MOBILE 2003

It's not just the big guns and odd ingenues
that get people telking &t Salona, Every
year there are & faw high profile launches
of fully-fedged companies that cause & sir
and 2008 has sean the birth of Meta,
which has besn one of the biggest talking
points of the falr.

Meta is a British company, {athered by
hisicric London antiques firn Mallet, and
segks 10 combine diminlshing traditional
18th-century craftsmen skills with
contemporary deslgners. The company
sarves 1o raise awarensss of fast-reosding
skills and frama them in a modem deslpn
pguise they wouldn't otharwiea ba
assoclated with, And tha resulting
products are quite exceptional,

Considerng tha first collection has been
three years in the making, with over 200
sraftsmen from ecross the plobe Involved
Just ta find tha right people for the task, it's
no surprise the unvelling this week was
such an event. The collection was
revealed amidst some very beauliful
oversized wooden crates In an otherwiae
slark setting, that's served to helphten the

impact,

And what of the pieces themselves? Each
would te worthy of a smell essay
explaining the lechnigue, materal and
worlk that went Into It. Suffice to say the
Iies of Male!i Crassel, Toord Boontje,
BarberOsgerby and Asymptote have each
cloarly met the challenge of working with
wnusual materals end traditional
techniques head on.

The one that surprisad us the most
perhaps was Cresset's tantam. Made of
pakiong, a lost' Chinese alloy metsl, Meta
spani a very long tima rediscovering how
o makae it, with a little help Irom Nasa
scientisls. The metal's USP Is twolold: it
doesn't tarnish and it glows gold In
daylight and silver In dark and the reason
it was so dilficult {o recreale was because
ihe original Chinese version conlained an
unheakhy dese of ersenic.

There's nothing remolaly paisonous abou
Crasat's design however, The oversizec
lanlem is diamond shapac and very
definitely contemporary, but with & distinct
antigue guality loo, nc doubt helped by the
hand-biown glass panels, There's ne
deubt Mala is 2 welcome addilien on the
Salone circult End one we'ra po'ing
lorwart ic speng more from
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